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| Ref. Radicado N° EXT16-00065589
Respetado sefior Ministro:

De la manera méas atenta, adjunto a la presente para su conocimiento, copia de la Carta
Abierta enviada al Secretario General de Naciones Unidas firmada por los Representantes de
las Orgar?izaciones CIMUN, Misién Salud y Fundacion IFARMA, en la que manifiestan sus
puntos de vista respecto de la regulacion del precio y declaratoria de interés plblico del
medicam?nto IMATINIB.

Cordialmente,
ENRIQUE RIVHIRA BORMACELL!
Secretgrio Privado
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OPEN LETTER TO THE CO-CHAIRS OF THE UNITED NATIONS SECRETARY-
GENERAL'S HIGH-LEVEL PANEL ON ACCESS TO MEDICINES

Presented by the Colombian civil society organizations: CIMUN, HaPRESFEINGaREH-AREPUBLICA DE COLAOMAIA
: Misién Salud OFIGINA DE CORRESPONDENCIA
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Ruth Dreifuss
Festus Gontebanye Mogae

We extend our best wishes to all members of the United Nations Secretary-General's High-
Level Panel {HLP) on Access to Medicines, and to the international community actively
engaged in the process, for the success of the ongoing efforts aimed at finalizing the HLP
report. We would appreciate if this letter could be shared with all the High-Level Panel
members.

We acknowledge the importance of the mandate of the HLP and hope the report will
recognize and address the well-known failures of the current biomedical R&D model based ]
on monopoly high prices. This current system has failed to deliver affordable and urgently

needed innovation, and has caused incalculable harm on people's health and wellbeing
around the world.

It is important for us to offer for your consideration, and for the consideration of the UN
Secretary-General and UN Member States, a brief report on the specific situation we are
currently facing in Colombia with regard to access to affordable medicines. This situation
reflects both the urgent need for global governmental action that favors the human right to
health as well as the need for strategies to address the pressure interests preventing
government’s and civil society from increasing access to affordable medicines using well-
recognized and established legal flexibilities.

Imatinib is a life-saving leukemia drug on the World Health Organization's Essential
Medicines List. The drug is marketed by Novartis in Colombia, under the name Glivec®, at a
price roughly double the average citizen's income per year. Given the high price of the drug
and the immense burdens the price places on the health system, in November 2014 the
undersigned organizations requested that the Ministry of Health (MOH) of Colombia issue a
compulsory | licence on imatinib in order to facilitate the entry of affordable generic
alternatives into the market and reduce the price of Glivec®. After 15 months of a laborious
process, lhe’e MOH acknowledged, in Resolution 2475 of 2016, that affordable access to
imatinib is a matter of public interest in Colombia — a procedural pathway Lo proceed to a
compulsory license.

Nevertheless, there has been and still remains enormous pressure from several developed
countries, from multinational pharmaceutical companies and even from Colombian trade
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letters and statements into political action and processes that fully protect governments and

civil societ)‘f trying to increase access to affordable medicines, and that butiress those efforts
against undue pressure and influence.

We hope that sharing this information with you will encourage a favorable outcome at the
HLP for patients that need access to affordable cancer treatments and for the sustainability
of our National Health System. We cannot afford to continue to favor trade and commercial
interests over human life and the right 1o heaith.

Please feel free to share this letter in the manner you consider appropriate.

Sincerely,

[
GERMAN GUIN ZAMORANO FRANCISCOAROSSI
; Mision Salud BUENAVENTURA

Fundacion Ifarma

. JOSE JULIAN LOPEZ GWIIERREZ
Centro de Informacion de Medicamentos de la Universidad Nacional de
Colombia - CIMUN

CC:

Juan! Manuel Santos Calderdn, President of the Republic of Colombia

Alejandro Gaviria Uribe, Minister of Health and Social Protection of Colombia

Maria Angela Holguin Cuéliar, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Colombia

Associagao Brasileira Interdisciplinar de Aids (ABIA - Brasil)

Asociacion civil Accion Internacional para la Salud Latinoamérica y el Caribe {(AlS
LAC ! based in Perg)

Aliamfza LAC-Global por el Acceso a Medicamentos (regional collective of NGOs)
Comision Colombiana de Juristas (Colombia)

Comi:té de Veeduria y Cooperacion en Salud - CVCS - (Colombian collective of
NGOS)

Conferencia Episcopal de Colombia {Colombia)
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* International Treatment reparedness Coalition Latin American and Caribbean
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* Knowledge Ed Iogy latern Ilonal {(United States and Europe)
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