
@ pRESIDENCIA DE LA REPÚBLICA 

OFI16-00059769/ JMSC 110100 
Cite este número para cualquier información y/o respuesta 
Bogotá D.C" jueves, 07 de julio de 2016 

Doctor 
ALEJANDRO GAVIRIA URIBE 
Ministro d~ Salud y Protección Social 
Carrera 13 No. 32 - 76 Edificio Urano 
Bogotá ' 
OF116-00059769 

Respetado señor Ministro: 

Radicado No: 201642301404652 
DF.,ST: 2400 D, i\trl)ICAM ENTOS REi\,t: PRESIDENCIA D 

20t6·0i.l~ 10:.\4 rol: 1 .\mx: 2 J)r~~ Anu: 
ConmUt ~u II'Rmllr tn hlll):/I\\"w,mln"lIInd.l~m·.('o Cód \'rrl: 8716i 

Ref: Radicado W EXT16-00065589 

De la manera más atenta, adjunto a la presente para su conocimiento, copia de la Carta 
Abierta enviada al Secretario General de Naciones Unidas firmada por los Representantes de 
las Organizaciones CIMUN, Misión Salud y Fundación IFARMA, en la que manifiestan sus 
puntos dé vista respecto de la regulación del precio y declaratoria de interés público del 
medicamento IMATINIB. 

I 

Cordialmente, 

Anexo (2 hojas) 
PANA 

Calle 7 No. 6-54, Bogotá, Colombia 
Teléfono:(57 1) 562 9300 
www.presidencia.gov,co 
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CIMUN .n m+ 
Misión Salud 

IFARMA 

OPEN LETTER TO THE CO·CHAIRS OF THE UNITED NATIONS SECRETARY· 
I GENERAL'S HIGH·LEVEL PANEL ON ACCESS TO MEDICINES 

Presented by the Colombian civil society organizations: CIMUN, 11a'/ffia>~¡i¡ámj'rl/ilRélPUBLlCA DE COLOMbiA 
. OFICINA CIE C:ORRE&PONDENC\A 

Misión Salud 

Dear Co·Chairs 

Ruth Dreifuss 
Festus Gontebanye Mogae 

Bogotá, Colombia 30th June, 201 "eCfla yMra Raa: 06-jUI·20·16 13:3"1:42 liO. ¡.¡¡.~O .1011'1,'.. 
/-Iti!'1lff{1 de R'w/O,-aar<: EXnS-QO&S558fj. \<!((CCL¡.. 
p,'-,S/>, A C>FICI,.A: G<t!¡lOJCl<¡<~~1'I'-TlQ!Ü­
Respet3da Cludadano,para verlftcar el estada ae ~u t:alltituo" 
CleC/efltlenOa oomoeten1.e ~t((naoa [Jara su tramite DUroe 
mrr\1!nlr~n:;p ;:¡1;:¡ i \rIP,:I. ff(".=<ui\t;:l:· ni Rnnn Q1;\F,F,F, vfo,:l.l f:rmm 
-- ••.•..•• __ .• - _.- -"'--;J' .-"'-- . _. ---- - , ___ o J' - .- - •••.•• 

{57 1) 552 9JDDEx!: 39J2 y,}!)98. 

We extend ,our besl wishes lo all members 01 Ihe Uniled Nalions Secrelary-General's High­
Level Panel (HLP) on Access lo Medicines, and lo Ihe inlernalional communily aclively 
engaged in the process, lor Ihe success 01 Ihe ongoing efforts aimed al linalizing Ihe HLP 
reporto We would appreciale il Ihis letter could be shared wilh all Ihe High-Level Panel 
members. 

We acknowledge Ihe importance 01 Ihe mandale 01 Ihe HLP and hope Ihe report will 
recognize and address the well-known lailures 01 the currenl biomedical R&D model based J 
on monopoly high prices. This current syslem has lai/ed lo deliver affordable and urgently 
needed innovalion, and has caused incalculable harm on people's health and wellbeing 
around Ihe iVorld. 

II is importa ni lor us lo offer lor your consideralion, and lor the consideralion 01 the UN 
Secrelary-General and UN Member Slales, a briel report on Ihe specilic silualion we are 
currently lacing in Colombia wilh regard lo access lo affordable medicines. This silualion 
rellecls bolh Ihe urgenl need lor global governmenlal aclion Ihal lavors Ihe human righl lo 
heallh as .yell as Ihe need lor slrategies lo address Ihe pressure interesls prevenling 
government~ and civil society lrom increasing access lo affordable medicines using well­
recognized and eslablished legal f1exibililies. 

Imalinib is . a lile-saving leukemia drug on Ihe World Heallh Organizalion's Essenlial 
Medicines Ust. The drug is markeled by Novartis in Colombia, under Ihe name Glivec®, at a 
price roughly double Ihe average cilizen's income per year. Given Ihe high price 01 Ihe drug 
and Ihe immense burdens Ihe price places on the heallh syslem, in November 2014 Ihe 
undersigned organizalions requesled Ihal Ihe Minislry 01 Heallh (MOH) 01 Colombia issue a 
compulsory Ilicence on imalinib in order lo lacililale Ihe enlry 01 allordable generic 
allernalives inlo Ihe markel and reduce Ihe price 01 Glivec®. Alter 15 monlhs 01 a laborious 
process, IhJ MOH acknowledged, in Resolulion 2475 01 2016, Ihal affordable access lo 
imalinib is a matter 01 public inleresl in Colombia - a procedural palhway lo proceed lo a 

compulsory license. 

NevertheleJ, Ihere has been and slill remains enormous pressure Irom several developed 
counlries, Irom mullinalional pharmaceulical companies and even Irom Colombian Irade ---_.---- -----.. 

/' 
http://www.cimun.unal.edu.co/ /http://web.ilarma.org/ \ http://www.mision-salud.org/ 
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authorities trying to declaration and the issuance 01 the compulsory 
license. During the nrni"",~ I.,adinal the public interest declaration, the Ministry 01 Health 01 
Colombia received "nniimttnlrhlir"'1."lrom the State Secretariat lor Economic Affairs (SECO) 
01 the Swiss 'l.' .' 01 Colombian embassy in United States alter 
meeting s with U.S. the Unites State Trade Representative, Irom oflicials 
Irom the Colombia n Novartis Colombia and.lrom Novartis International 
A.G., attempting to dissuade the Governrnent 01 Colombia lrom granting 
a compulsory license. lactual inaccuracies, distortions 01 international 
trade and intellectual 01 dispute settlement claims and even implied or 

''1,.,,,1.,'111'1 -¡]¡!;'oe,nd'~' rnn,i.,.rl perhaps explicit ,r ~I •• United States lunding lor the Colombian peace 

process via the "Paz I il the compulsory license process were to proceed, 
as was widely : 1 lea k 01 several memos Irom officials 01 the Colombian 
Embassy in the 

We are now waiting . I Resolution 2475 to enter into lorce in order to proceed 
with the compulsory Iic81nse proc~ICI ur'e belore the Patent Office 01 Colombia. Nonetheless, 

I 
there are strong at the end 01 this long road, a compulsory license in 
Colombia will be II type 01 pressure that has characterized the journey 
thus lar. 

We are aware 01 Iv",r¡nt',,~ lora to lormalize the primacy 01 health needs over 
commercial interests, I rtHítorilcal support to the right to use 01 TRIPS flexibilities. In 

I 
the lootnotes below, to seven letters submitted to the MOH during this 
process 01 I i I I technical and political support 01 a decision lavoring 
access to affordable Letter submitted by Dr. Marie-Paule Kieny, Assistant 

Director-General, S:V:~telm$l:arld Innovation, World Health Organization 1
; (2) Letter 

submitted by 121 gil public health and intellectual property'; (3) Letter 
addressed to the Representative by 15 members 01 the Congress 01 
United States3; (4) S"'h,,tnr~ Brown and Sanders to the United States Trade 
Representative4

; (5) int"rn"tinn,,,11 NGOs addressed to the President 01 United 
States5; (6) Open I Government signed by 17 NGOs and a past president 
01 the Union lor IntEl:r~¡atiqin~1 Ga,rlcer Control (UICC)6; and, (7) Response 01 the Swiss 
Government to the i specilically states: "Switzer/and ful/y recognises that 
WTO members have I utilise the flexibilities of the·WTO Agreement on Trade-
Re/ated Aspects of Rights (TR/PS) in the area of Pub/ic Hea/th and of 
the Doha Declaration I • Public Health ': 

Nonetheless, we leel 

and civil society in 

i li 

urgent need to more effectively support governments 

TRIPS Ilexibilities in practice. We must move Irom 

i i . 

http://web.ilarma.org/ http://www.mision-salud.orgl 
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letters and statements into political action and processes that fully protect governments and 
civil society trying to increase access to affordable medicines, and that buttress those efforts 
against undue pressure and influence. 

We hope that sharing this information with you will encourage a favorable outcome at the 

HLP for p~tients that need access to affordable cancer treatments and for the sustainability 
01 our National Health System. We cannot afford lo continue lo lavor trade and commercial 
interests over human lile and the right to health. 

Please leel free to share this letter in the manner you consider appropriate. 

Sincerely, 

CC: 

FRAN~SSI 
BUENAVENTURA 
Fundación Ilarma 

_~<.!I~RREZ 
Ceniro de Inlormación de edicamentos de la Universidad Nacional de 

Colombia - CIMUN 

• Juanl Manuel Santos Calderón, President 01 the Republic 01 Colombia 

• Alejandro Gaviria Uribe, Minisler 01 Health and Social Protection 01 Colombia 

• Maria Ángela Holguin Cuéllar, Minister 01 Foreign Affairs 01 Colombia 

• Associa980 Brasileira Interdisciplinar de Aids (ABIA - Brasil) 

• Asociación civil Acción Internacional para la Salud Latinoamérica y el Caribe (AIS 

LAC \ based in Perú) 

• Alianh LAC-Global por el Acceso a Medicamentos (regional collective 01 NGOs) , 
• Comisión Colombiana de Juristas (Colombia) 

• Comité de Veeduria y Cooperación en Salud - CVCS - (Colombian collective of 

NGO~) 
• Conferencia Episcopal de Colombia (Colombia) 

http://www.cimun.unal.edu.co/ http://web.ilarma.org/ hltp:llwww.mision-salud.org/ 
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Consejo 
Solidaridad 

Berne 

Dejusticia 

Doctors 

Knowledge 

Oxfam 

Políticas 

~ 
F'ARMA 

m+ 
Misión Salud 

(CELAM - Departamento de Justicia y 

Bot,jers (l.l'nijed States) 

M~~icéiJqcllorr(~iana (Colombia) 

t:í~SIl"/O (Argentina) 

IrntElrn'¡ilionalm,e Netherlands) 

Coalition Latin American and Caribbean 

I (United Sta tes and Europe) 

Public Citizen I I 
I 

Red Peruana ' 

Salud y 11 
Glcl~~liza(:ión con Equidad (Perú) 

" .' 

http://www.mision-salud.org/ 
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